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From the ISMP Medication Safety Alert!, October 16, 2003 , Survey on high-alert medications - Differences betwe en 
nursing and pharmacy perspectives revealed
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From: ISMP’s List of High-Alert Medications; 
http://www.ismp.org/Tools/highalertmedications.pdf
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ISMP Canada data
April 2008

*Percentages are based on the total number
of reported incidents causing harm or death
(n=1169)
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Accreditation Canada
http://www.accreditation.ca/uploadedFiles/narcotic%20safety.pdf?n=277
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““ Just telling doctors and nurses to be Just telling doctors and nurses to be 
more careful wonmore careful won ’’ t do much. We need to t do much. We need to 
change the systems that allow errors to change the systems that allow errors to 
happen.happen. ””

James James BagianBagian , Director, VA Center for Patient Safety, Director, VA Center for Patient Safety
Anesthesiologist and AstronautAnesthesiologist and Astronaut
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